I would not recommend selling or shipping FRTs from Florida FFL premises, even exclusively to lawful out-of-state destinations, without first obtaining a product-specific Florida legal opinion and/or a Declaratory Statement by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) that the particular trigger falls outside §790.222.
The problem is not the customer’s residence. It is the conduct occurring in Florida.
Florida law is the principal obstacle
Florida Statute § 790.222 prohibits a person from:
importing, transferring, distributing, selling, keeping for sale, offering for sale, possessing, or giving another person a “bump-fire stock.”
Florida defines that term unusually broadly to include any “conversion kit, tool, accessory, or device” used either:
· To alter a firearm’s rate of fire to mimic automatic fire; or
· To increase its rate of fire beyond what the shooter could accomplish without the device.
Violation is a third-degree felony. There is no express exception for:
· FFLs;
· Commercial inventory;
· Sales to another FFL;
· Transactions involving non-Florida customers; or
· Products immediately exported from Florida.
The statute remains in effect. Florida HB 6021, which would have repealed § 790.222, died in committee on March 13, 2026. Florida Statute § 790.222; Florida HB 6021 (2026).
Consequently, if an FRT qualifies under Florida’s definition, the Florida dealer could commit the prohibited conduct by:
· Receiving or possessing the inventory in Florida;
· Installing it in a firearm in Florida;
· Keeping it for sale at the Florida premises;
· Advertising or offering it for sale from Florida; or
· Completing the sale or shipping it from Florida.
The fact that the buyer and receiving FFL are in a state where FRTs are lawful does not eliminate those Florida-side acts.
Is an FRT definitely covered by § 790.222?
Not definitively, but the exposure is substantial.
There does not appear to be a controlling Florida appellate decision squarely determining whether a modern forced-reset trigger is a “bump-fire stock” under § 790.222. There is a potentially helpful federal district-court record in Roberts v. Swearingen. In that case, Florida took the position that an ordinary trigger modification did not increase the firearm’s rate of fire when the firearm still discharged only one round per trigger pull. The court dismissed the case for lack of standing and did not decide the statute’s merits. Roberts v. Swearingen order.
That record provides an argument:
· An FRT mechanically resets after every discharge;
· Each shot still requires a separate function or movement of the trigger;
· Therefore, it arguably does not alter the firearm’s one-shot-per-trigger-function operation.

But it is not a reliable commercial safe harbor because:
· The items examined in Roberts were a modified hex bolt and screwdriver—not an FRT;
· The decision was jurisdictional, not an interpretation binding Florida prosecutors;
· An FRT is specifically designed to produce a substantially accelerated firing cadence;
· Florida’s first statutory prong independently reaches a device used to alter the rate of fire to “mimic automatic weapon fire.”
Under that language, a prosecutor could argue that an FRT qualifies even though it remains mechanically semiautomatic under the federal machinegun definition.
ATF’s current federal position does not override Florida law. Following Cargill, the Northern District of Texas held in July 2024 that the FRTs at issue could not be classified as machineguns, and DOJ settled the related litigation in May 2025. That materially reduced the federal NFA issue for Rare Breed-type FRTs, but DOJ expressly acknowledged that state laws remain a separate issue. DOJ FRT settlement announcement.
Standalone versus installed FRTs
	Transaction
	Federal treatment
	Florida exposure

	Standalone FRT shipped from Florida
	Generally not a GCA “firearm” if the particular design is not a machinegun conversion device; ordinary firearm-transfer paperwork ordinarily would not apply to the loose part
	High risk because possession, keeping for sale, offering, selling, and distribution occur in Florida

	Firearm with FRT installed in Florida
	Firearm-transfer rules apply; interstate consumer sale should be shipped to a receiving FFL in the buyer’s state
	Higher risk because the Florida business possesses and installs the device and then sells the configured firearm

	FRT installed by an out-of-state operation
	Depends on that operation’s FFL classification and the firearm configuration
	Potentially viable if the trigger never enters Florida and the relevant offer, installation, inventory, and fulfillment activities genuinely occur outside Florida

	Customer-owned firearm sent for installation
	Gunsmith rules may apply federally
	Still problematic if the trigger or configured firearm is possessed and installation occurs in Florida


Interstate firearm-transfer requirements
For a firearm with an FRT installed:
· The Florida FFL generally may sell it to an out-of-state customer by shipping it to an FFL in the customer’s state.
· The receiving FFL completes the Form 4473, NICS check, and destination-state transfer requirements.
· A Florida dealer ordinarily cannot ship the firearm directly to the out-of-state consumer.
· An over-the-counter sale of a complete rifle or shotgun to a nonresident can sometimes occur if it complies with federal law and the laws of both states, but that does not resolve the Florida FRT prohibition.
ATF summarizes these requirements in its current FFL Quick Reference and Best Practices Guide.
There is also a licensing question if you intend to acquire firearms, install FRTs, and resell the completed firearms as a regular product line. Depending on the installation process and business model, ATF could treat that as manufacturing requiring a Type 07 FFL, manufacturer markings/records, AFMER reporting, and potentially firearms excise-tax treatment, not merely Type 01 gunsmithing. Simple drop-in work is not invariably manufacturing, but an FRT product line should receive a specific classification analysis.
My present conclusion is:
1. Selling only to non-Florida residents does not adequately solve the Florida issue.
2. A Florida FFL should not inventory, install, offer, or ship FRTs from Florida based solely on federal legality.
3. A defensible Florida operation would require either:
· A product-specific conclusion from qualified Florida firearms counsel that the exact trigger falls outside § 790.222; and
· Declaratory Statement by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Regarding the Applicability of § 790.222, Florida Statutes, to specific manufacturer model.
· A genuinely separate out-of-state operation where the inventory, installation, sales fulfillment, and firearm disposition occur in a state permitting the activity.
4. Every destination should be affirmatively whitelisted. “Not obviously prohibited” is not enough. The review should cover the trigger itself, the resulting firearm configuration, dealer/import restrictions, local ordinances, age restrictions, and whether sales to receiving FFLs are permitted.
5. Do not rely on an “FFL-to-FFL only” model as the Florida solution. It helps with federal firearm-transfer compliance but does not create an exception to Florida’s possession, sale, offer-for-sale, or distribution prohibition.
The commercially safest structure is likely an out-of-state Type 07/01 operation or contracted out-of-state manufacturer/fulfillment FFL, coupled with a state-by-state SKU whitelist. Any Florida company’s role would still need careful structuring because accepting orders or making offers from Florida could itself be characterized as prohibited Florida conduct.
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